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NEWSLETTER – MARCH-APRIL 2007
The 2006/2007 Committee
So that members can get in touch with the Committee, here are the names & telephone numbers of the 2006/2007 Committee, elected at the AGM held on 6th June 2006: President - David Edwards [2334463 (h), 2463001 ext. 1384 (o)]; Secretary - Ulmar Grafe [8830209 (hp)]; Treasurer - Harkirat Dhindsa [2463001-1547 (o)]; Membership Secretary – Hjh Masnah Hj Mirassan [8855502 (hp)]; Librarian - Peter Boyce [2410011 (h)]; Committee Members - Joe Charles [2335538 (h), 2463001 ext. 1386(o)]; Abdi Negyal [2229067 (h)], Steven Dodd [8809846 (hp), 2463001-1842 (o)]; Kamariah Abu Salim [8710898 (hp)];  Robert Bush [8653484 (hp)]. 

Reports of Recent Activities

No accounts of our recent activities have been received, so these will be deferred to the next newsletter.

Forthcoming Events

March Meeting – Tuesday 13th March 2007 – “Forest Conservation by Indigenous Communities in Sarawak: Lessons from Iban, Kayan, Kenyah and Penan Initiatives” by Jessica Lawrence. 8.00 pm, Room CLT 1.17, UBD Central Lecture Theatre.

Jessica Lawrence, the Director of the Borneo Project, which is a non-profit organisation based in Berkeley, California, USA, will give our March talk. The Borneo Project has been coordinating international volunteers and providing training, equipment and small grants for indigenous communities of East Malaysia which struggle for forest protection and sustainable rural livelihood, over the last 17 years.

Ms Lawrence, who has been Director of the Borneo Project since 2004, will show a 25-minute video produced by the Borneo Project in 2006 entitled "Rumah Nor: A Land Rights Test For Malaysia" which summarizes the most important native land rights court case in Sarawak to date. She will follow this with a 15 minute talk, including slides, comparing Rumah Nor with three other case studies with varying strategies and results:  Uma Bawang (Kayan), Long Lawen (Kenyah) and Long Lunyim (Penan).  

Jessica will be bringing a few copies of "Nomads of the Dawn' for sale after the talk (presumably these will cost the same as the earlier copies that were sold through the BNS - B$65). This should be an interesting talk and should stimulate some discussion! 

March Outing – Sunday 8th April 2007 – Visit to Pulau Baru Baru and Pulau Berambang, led by Hjh Masnah Hj Mirassan. 

The March outing has been postponed to April, due to the school holidays in mid-March and the public holiday on the 1st April. It is some years since we did a three-islands visit and the number of islands worth visiting has now shrunk to two, as there is now no-one living on Pulau Berbunot and the charcoal kilns have been moved to Pulau Baru Baru. 

Meet at 7.15 am at the Temburong jetty on Jalan Residency – the boat trip will cost B$10 per person (at present we do not know about any reductions for children, so assume all pay the same fare) with a bottle of water and life jackets provided (boats have shade, but a hat may be useful during the walks anyway). The party will go to Pulau Baru Baru first, to look at the charcoal kilns (the island is on the other (Sarawak) side of Pulau Berambang and is rather flat; it has a small RBAF garrison stationed on it).  From there, we will proceed to Kg Menunggol, on the NW side of Pulau Berambang, which is the large island opposite the Museum – Kg Menunggol is on the other side (a good place to see Proboscis Monkeys although they will probably not be around in mid-morning when we get there). 

A half-hour walk along a road should bring us to the base of the Bukit Bujang Pahang, which is an easy climb (45 minutes?), from which there are good views of Kg Ayer and the Brunei River. There is a small cave (an overhang really) near the top of the hill, which sometimes has bats in it. The outing should finish between 11 am and 12 noon.

Names for this outing will be taken at the talk on the 13th March – no names will be taken unless the boat fare is paid at the same time. The cut-off for signing up for this outing is Saturday 24th March, as we have to book the boats – unlisted participants will not be allowed to join the outing, if they turn up on the 8th April! This is not a difficult outing so children (perhaps over 8?) are welcome to come along. Bring plenty of water and a snack. 

April Meeting – Tuesday 10th April 2007 – “Cambodia” by Linda Galbraith. 8.00 pm, Room CLT 1.17, UBD Central Lecture Theatre.

Cambodia is one of the top tourist destinations in SE Asia, with more than 1.7 million visitors in 2006 (according to Wikipedia). Linda visited the country fairly recently and took in Phnom Penh, Siem Reap and Angkor Wat amongst other places, so if you are thinking of making a trip this will be an excellent opportunity to get some up to date information on how to get there and what to do once you have arrived. 

April Outing – Sunday 29th April 2007 – Walk up Bukit Tempayan Pisang, led by Steven Dodd & Robert Bush.

It is apparently many years since the Society did this outing – in fact it seems that the last time was in September 1987, when a group of 12 members was led up the hill to the trig point by Glyn Constant and Roger Scholes! This time we will walk up from the Kg Kapok side rather than the Serasa side, as was done last time. Although the distance is slightly longer this way, the path, which has become rather overgrown, is more interesting and passes through orchards at the bottom of the hill before the start of the climb. There is a cave near the top (another overhang really) and some great views over Brunei Bay towards the Crocker Range in Sabah. As the climb is a bit steep, this walk is perhaps more suitable for our fitter members! 

Turn into Jalan Kapok Kanan from Jalan Muara (a right turn off Jalan Muara if you are coming from Bandar – the junction is about 22 km from Bandar and about 4 km from Muara). The local Mosque (Masjid Kampung Kapok) and the primary school (Sekolah Rendah Kapok Brunei II) are both on this road and are more prominently signposted than the road itself. Follow the road as far as the car park surrounded by a corrugated metal fence. This is only a short distance from the very end of the road. There is a barely legible sign at the car park indicating the path up the hill to the cave (Gua). Meet at the car park at 8.00 am; the walk should finish about 11 am. Bring plenty of water and a snack.

Books for Sale
We have 15 copies of “Amphibians and Reptiles of Brunei: A Pocket Guide” which was launched at UBD on the 1st March 2007, for sale after the Meeting on the 13th March – these will be sold at B$20 each, which is a 10% reduction on the normal price. This lavishly-illustrated book was written by Indraneil Das, a former BNS member who gave a talk to the Society about 12 years ago.













